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How did Adam and Eve light their Chanukah candles?

1. Talmud Yerushalmi, Avodah Zarah 1:2

Rav said: Adam, the first man, instituted Kalends.
When he saw that the night was getting longer, he
said, “Woe is me, maybe the one about whom it is
written, he shall wound your head, you will wound his
heel (Genesis 3:15), will come to bite me.
And I said, “Surely darkness will envelop me” (Psalm
139:11).
When he saw that days were getting longer, he said
kalends! - kalen dio

סאָמַר.רַב הִתְקִינוֹהָרִאשׁוֹןאָדָםקַלֶנדַּ
חֲמַאכֵּיוןָ אָמַראֲרִיךְלֵילִייאָדַּ
אלִי,אֵי ישְֽׁוּפְךָ֣ה֤וּאבּוֹשֶׁכָּתוּבשֶׁמָּ

אשׁ ֹ֔ הר ֖ נּוּואְַתָּ שׁוּפֶ֥ אעָקֵֽבתְּ יבָוֹאשֶׁמָּ
כֵיניִ לְנשְׁ
אוֹמַר ךְוָ֭ נִיאַךְ־חוֹשֶׁ ישְׁוּפֵ֑
חֲמַאכֵּיוןָ ס.אֲמַר.אֲרִךְאִימָמָאדַּ קַלֶנדַּ
יאוֹ.קַלוֹן ודִּ

2. Psalms 139:11

And I said “Surely darkness will envelop me, and the
light shall be night/the night shall be light about me.

בַּעֲדֵניִ׃אוֹרולְַילְָהישְׁוּפֵנִיאַךְ־חשֶֹׁךְואָמַֹר

3. Mishnah Avodah Zarah 1:3

These are the festivals of the gentiles:
Kalends and Saturnalia…

ווּסְטַרְנוּרָא…קָלֶנדְָּא,גּוֹיםִ,שֶׁלאֵידֵיהֶןואְֵלּוּ

4. Talmud Bavli, Avodah Zarah 8a

Rav Hanan bar Rava said: Kalends is eight days after the (winter) solstice, Saturnalia is eight
days before the (winter) solstice. As a mnemonic: You have beset me behind and in front
(Psalm 139:5)

Our rabbis taught: When Adam saw the day getting shorter and shorter, he said, “Woe is me,
perhaps because I have sinned, the world around me has darkened and returning to chaos
and confusion. This then is the death to which I have been sentenced from Heaven!” So he
arose and sat for 8 days in fasting.

When he saw the winter solstice, and saw the day getting longer and longer, he said, “This is
the way of the world.” So he went and made an eight day festival. In the following year he
established them both as festivals. He established them for the sake of Heaven, but they
established them for the sake of idolatry.
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5. Psalms 139:5

You have beset/narrowed me behind/after and in front/before צַרְתָּניִוקֶָדֶםאָחוֹר

6. Talmud Bavli, Shabbat 21b

The Rabbis taught: The mitzvah of Chanukah is a light for each person and his household…
Bet Shammai say: On the first day one lights eight, and decreases day by day.
And Beit Hillel say: On the first day one lights one, and increases day by day…

What is Chanukah?
The Sages taught: On the twenty-fifth of Kislev, there are eight days of Chanukah. One may
not eulogize on them and one may not fast on them.
Because: When the Greeks entered the Temple, they defiled all the oil in the Temple. And
when the Hasmonean dynasty prevailed and defeated them, they searched and found only
one cruse of oil that had the seal of the High Priest, and there was only enough in it to light for
one day. A miracle occurred and they lit from it for eight days. In the following year the Rabbis
established them as festivals, with praise and thanksgiving.


